Dear Friends,
Greetings and prayerful wishes to you from Dr. I. Sebastian M.A., M.B.A. the
Executive Director of St. Joseph’s Development Trust.
Here below I love to share with you some of the information about
‘international day of the girl child’ and St. Joseph’s Development Trust’s view and
focus on girl children.
International Day of Girls was formally proposed as a resolution by Canada
in the United Nations General Assembly. Rona Ambrose, Canada's Minister for
the Status of Women, sponsored the resolution; a delegation of women and girls
made presentations in support of the initiative at the 55th United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women. On December 19, 2011, the United Nations
General Assembly voted to pass a resolution adopting October 11, 2012 as the
inaugural International Day of Girls. The resolution states that the Day of Girls
recognizes
[the] empowerment of and investment in girls, which are critical for economic
growth, the achievement of all Millennium Development Goals, including
the eradication of poverty and extreme poverty, as well as the meaningful
participation of girls in decisions that affect them, are key in breaking the cycle of
discrimination and violence and in promoting and protecting the full and effective
enjoyment of their human rights, and recognizing also that empowering girls
requires their active participation in decision-making processes and the active
support and engagement of their parents, legal guardians, families and care
providers, as well as boys and men and the wider community [...]
Each year’s Day of Girls has a theme. In such a way this year’s is ‘’my voice,
our equal future”. Girl children worldwide are demanding a life free from
gender-based violence, access to education, health, skills, recognition and
investment as leaders of social change. But in many parts of India, the birth of a
girl child is not welcomed. Right from her arrival, she faces discrimination,
humiliation, and oppression at every stage of life. When it comes to healthcare,
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education and growth opportunities, she is neglected because of her gender.
Some manage to survive and foster new paths to follow. Most, however,
surrender hopelessly to the sad fate assigned to them. In a country rife with
gender inequalities and an underlying nature of patriarchy, girl children often
find themselves at the short end of the stick. Discrimination against girls is
rampant and due to the fear of abuse and exploitation, they are kept at home and
not sent to school. Child marriage is yet another glaring issue due to which girls
are forced to give up going to school at an early age. The issue of girl child rights
and protection in India is a very serious concern. Being home to more than one
third of the 10 million child brides in the world, India has one of the highest
numbers of girls forced into marriage before the legal age of 18. If one half of our
society remains so vulnerable to violence and neglect, how will the society
advance or progress?
In order to make sure that girl children get access to quality education, we
need to tackle the mindset that makes it okay for young children to be
employed. Girl Child Rights are being aggressively advocated by St. Joseph’s
Development Trust. We want to be part of a world where girls are celebrated,
where they are treated equally, with love and respect. What is urgently required
in society today is a change of attitude. Girls must be given the same
opportunities and protection as boys, and must be treated at par. A girl’s
childhood can and must be preserved, cherished, nurtured and protected.
Because she has the right to survive, develop, be protected and participate in
decisions that impact her life. St. Joseph’s Development Trust provides
education that helps create attitudinal shifts that emphasise the rights of a
girl child which levels the playing field and enables her to compete fairly
across gender. We mentor and taught the proper values that will improve
her self worth. We provide, protect, care, cherish, love as well as through
various programs and counseling we make every child in our care to
understand and to affirm repeatedly that she is special and priceless.
We conclude this article by thanking profusely all the sponsors and
supporters. It is because of your love, compassion and generosity that St.
Joseph’s Development Trust can tread firmly in the path of this noble goal.
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Statistics of Girl Children in Our Care
Sl. No

Programs

No. of Girl
Children in Our
Care

1

Orphanages

409

2

Village Sponsorship
Program

548

3

Community Based
Rehabilitation Program
(CBR)

33

Yours Fraternally in Christ
Dr. I. Sebastian M.A., M.B.A.
Executive Director
St. Joseph's Development Trust
Genguvarpatty
Periyakulam(T.K)
Theni(Dt)
Mobile: +91 (0) 9442642486
E- mail ID:- sponsor@sjdt.in
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